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------------------------------------------------------

A resoLUtion cALLing on oregon-oshA
to AccePt the rULing oF the oregon coUrt 
oF APPeALs on or-oshA v cc&L rooFing

WHEREAS, Oregon OSHA (OR-OSHA) has tradition-
ally held as a matter of law that if it can prove an 
employee in a supervisory position has committed a 
violation while acting within the scope of their autho-
rized duties, the supervisor’s knowledge of rules and 
regulations was attributable to the employer, and

WHEREAS, OR-OSHA has issued many citations 
to employers due to bad acts of their workers who 
knew the relevant OR-OSHA standard; had been 
provided by their employer with all they needed to 
comply with those standards; were properly trained 
and monitored by the employer; and knew there 
would be consequences from the employer if found 
to be knowingly in violation of safety rules, and

WHEREAS, in a 2010 ruling in the case of OR-
OSHA v CC&L Roofing, the Oregon Court of Appeals 
effectively reversed this interpretation of law by 
stating that if evidence shows that an employer did 
everything possible to ensure its workers’ adher-
ence to company and OR-OSHA rules, the willful 
misconduct by a supervisory employee should not 
be imputed to the employer, and

WHEREAS, the court determined that an employer 
that did everything it reasonably could to supply, train 
and prepare its employees to work in compliance 
with OR-OSHA’s rules and took reasonable means to 
enforce those rules and company policies, the em-
ployer could not be held responsible for employee’s 
inconsistent actions or willful violations of rules, and

WHEREAS, rather than appeal the decision to the 
Oregon Supreme Court or accept the Appeals Court 
clear decision, OR-OSHA has embarked on a public 
dialogue with employer groups about the possibility 
of promulgating a new administrative rule to “clar-
ify” the issue of “employer knowledge” that could 
potentially undermine the clear interpretation of law 
provided by the appeals court.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oregon 
Logging Conference (OLC) go on record as fully sup-
porting the Oregon Court of Appeals’ decision in the 
case of OR-OSHA v CC&L Roofing.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the OLC urge OR-
OSHA to cease and desist its efforts to undermine 
or modify the clear policy and interpretation of law 
provided by the Oregon Court of Appeals in this case 
and accept the court’s decision as the proper inter-
pretation of law.

------------------------------------------------------

A resoLUtion cALLing For LegisLAtive 
reForM oF LAWs DeFining LiABiLitY & 
DAMAges For Forest Fires escAPing to 
other PUBLic or PrivAte LAnDs

WHEREAS, the federal government has asserted 
an aggressive method for assessing damages and 
liability for forest fires escaping from non-federal 
lands to public lands entrusted for responsible man-
agement by the federal government (e.g. USDA, For-
est Service), even in instances when the cause and 
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responsibility for the fire cannot be determined, and

WHEREAS, in the case of the 2007 Moonlight Fire 
(CA), the federal government attempted to claim 
collective damages of some $871 million against 
a private landowner and contractor that allegedly 
started a fire on private land that spread onto a na-
tional forest where some 45,000 acres were con-
sumed, and where the landowner and contractor 
were not even notified that they were suspects in 
the case until two years after the fire by a special 
Fire Litigation Recovery Team, and

WHEREAS, the initial claim for damages included a 
monetized value for ecological resources including 
fish, water, scenic vistas and wildlife habitats as well 
as the market value of the green timber as if it was 
stumpage sold on the open market (even in areas 
where no harvest would be otherwise permitted), and

WHEREAS, the federal government attempted to 
collect damages for firefighting costs, reforestation 
costs, ecological damages, and interest on the al-
leged damages, even though the federal government 
does not fight fire aggressively and in many instanc-
es let fires burn unattended to achieve “multiple 
resource objectives” as opposed to full suppression 
action, and rarely reforests after a fire, and

WHEREAS, the federal government attempted to 
triple the foregoing damage claims under a strained 
reading of the state’s timber trespass statute, and

WHEREAS, these claims were pursued in the ab-
sence of proof of the cause of the fire and, while 
the defendants  maintain their  innocence today, the 
government relied on an interpretation of  state law 
that assigns liability to a landowner/and/or timber 
purchaser even when there is no proof of guilt or 
responsibility for a fire, and

WHEREAS, current federal law prohibits a private 
landowner from pursuing similar damages when a 
fire originating on federal property escapes onto non-
federal property as the federal government is pro-
tected under the doctrine of sovereign immunity, and

WHEREAS, any money recovered, rather than being 
sent to the US Treasury, is designated to remain in 
the Region within which the recovery is made and 
the Region has no obligation to utilize the funds for 
any particular purpose, and

WHEREAS, while the defendants ultimately settled 
out of court for some $121 million in cash and prop-
erty, the issue remains that they were forced to de-
fend against enormous claims for damages caused 
by a fire of unknown source, regardless of cause, 
and this has had a chilling effect in the market for 
liability insurance and has created disincentives for 
continued public access to private lands.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oregon 
Logging Conference (OLC) go on record in support 
of state legislative reform to clearly define liability 
and damages from fires like the 2007 Moonlight 
Fire and to call on the Oregon State Legislature to 
pass legislation making the necessary revisions in 
state law to make clear the potential liability and 
damages for landowners and contractors in similar 
circumstances, moving forward, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the United States 

Congress pass legislation to level the playing field 
by allowing non-federal landowners to pursue dam-
ages from the federal government when fires origi-
nating on federal ownership. It is the position of the 
OLC that non-federal landowners deserve access to 
the same recourse against the federal government 
as the federal government has against non-federal 
landowners as it pertains to forest fires.

------------------------------------------------------

A resoLUtion sUPPorting increAseD 
FUnDing For vocAtionAL eDUcAtion AnD JoB 
trAining in oregon’s PUBLic schooLs

WHEREAS, the unemployment rate in Oregon con-
tinues to exceed the national average and many Or-
egon counties are experiencing near record double 
digit unemployment rates, and

WHEREAS, despite these disturbing unemployment 
statistics the forest sector is still having difficulty 
recruiting qualified candidates to fill existing job va-
cancies as are many other trade sectors, and

WHEREAS, most forecasts for employment oppor-
tunities in these sectors indicate increasing demand 
for logging, forestry, manufacturing and construction 
related employment, and

WHEREAS, while Oregon has ambitiously promoted 
and implemented programs to assist students inter-
ested in pursuing a college degree, most vocational 
education and job training programs have been 
curtailed or eliminated altogether in Oregon’s public 
schools resulting in a huge shortage of high school 
graduates trained and prepared for high paying jobs 
that do not require a college degree, and

WHEREAS, the disproportionate emphasis on assis-
tance to college bound students has resulted in an 
oversupply of educated candidates for jobs that do 
not currently exist and a growing number of unem-
ployed college graduates facing large college loan 
obligations while high paying jobs in the logging, 
forestry, manufacturing and construction trades go 
begging for the lack of an educated and trained 
workforce, and

WHEREAS, vocational training focuses on practi-
cal application of skills learned, provides hands-on 
training and offers a logical link between formal 
education and the real working world, producing job 
candidates prepared for high-paying, skilled jobs 
immediately.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oregon 
Logging Conference go on record in urging the Or-
egon State Legislature to thoroughly examine the 
growing need for high school graduates educated 
and trained for positions in logging, forestry, agri-
culture, manufacturing and construction and cre-
ate and fund programs at the high school level that 
restores vocational education and training for the 
purpose producing graduates prepared to fill these 
positions, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such programs are 
given the same level of enthusiasm and financial 
support as programs already in place to advance the 
careers of college bound students.

------------------------------------------------------

A resoLUtion cALLing For the ProPer
interPretAtion oF the cLeAn WAter Act 
regArDing nPDes PerMits AnD the Use oF 
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Forest roADs

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2012 the United States 
Supreme Court heard oral arguments in the case of 
Decker v Northwest Environmental Defense Center 
regarding a Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals deci-
sion that identified runoff from forest roads to be 
a point source of pollution under the Clean Water 
Act, requiring National Pollution Discharge Elimina-
tion System (NPDES) permits for the use of forest 
roads, and

WHEREAS, on November 30, 2012, just three days 
before the Supreme Court was to hear the appeal, 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued 
final rules declaring that timber harvest is not an 
“industrial activity” that required NPDES permits for 
forest roads and diverting the court’s attention from 
the merits of the Ninth Circuit decision to the ques-
tion of whether or not the case is now moot and the 
options for disposing of the case, and

WHEREAS, the EPA’s final rules confuse, rather than 
clarify, the Clean Water Act requirements for using 
forest roads and provide fertile ground for potential 
litigants to challenge the legality of both the rules 
and any activity conducted under the rules. Further-
more, the EPA final rules usurp authorities currently 
belonging to the states to regulate forest practices 
on non-federal forest lands and place the agency in 
a position to dictate standards for meeting the intent 
of the law rather than letting the states decide the 
best measures for achieving desired results, and

WHEREAS, the EPA’s advancement of new rules 
at the eleventh hour in the face of a scheduled 
Supreme Court hearing on the merits of Decker v 
Northwest Environmental Defense Center was a 
stunning display of agency activism that achieved 
the agency’s goals of confusing the court, throwing 
into question the proper manner for resolving this 
dispute and regaining its unilateral control and ad-
ministration of the Clean Water Act.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oregon Log-
ging Conference (OLC) go on record in support of the 
United States Supreme Court proceeding to decide 
the case of Decker v Northwest Environmental De-
fense Center on its merits and urging the court to 
overturn the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals’ interpre-
tation of  the Clean Water Act that requires NPDES 
permits to use forest roads.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the absence of 
affirmative and timely action by the Supreme Court, 
the OLC renews its plea to Congress to pass the Sil-
vicultural Regulatory Consistency Act to amend the 
Clean Water Act, making it perfectly clear that runoff 
from forest roads is not a point source of pollution 
and that the permitting process is not applicable to 
road use.

Stand and watch wood 
turn into art. 

Husqvarna will be sponsoring 
this year’s chainsaw carving 
event, taking place in the dem-

onstration area of the fairgrounds. This 
year’s top carvers include Kevin and 
Tyler Strauslin, Ryan Anderson and 
Brian Vorwaller.

Kevin and Brian will both be do-
nating their spectacular carvings 
to the Oregon Logging Conference 
Foundation auction, which will be held 
on Thursday and Friday mornings at 
the OLC breakfasts.

Kevin and Tyler Strauslin
The father and son team has been 

carving out a business for themselves in 
Eugene, Ore.

Kevin says carving came naturally 
to him and feels this is his true calling. 
He began carving while working in his 
trade — drywall. Kevin sculptured and 
carved using gypsum materials and 
once he felt he’d pushed them to their 
limits artistically, he began playing 
around with chainsaw carving. 

In 2008, he started working with a 
local carver and by the end of the year 
he had taken over the shop and had his 
own carving business.

Tyler, 19, has been carving side-by-
side with his father for the past three 
years. He was hooked after watching 
the 2009 Reedsport competition and 
after her graduated high school, he 
started carving with his dad full time. 

Ryan Anderson
Ryan started his chainsaw carving 

career in June of 2005 after being appren-
ticed by Tracie Brittenfeld of Packwood, 
Wash. Since that time, Ryan has 

Chainsaw Carving Event

been participating and receiving 
awards throughout the country and 
internationally. 

While representing America in 
Europe to compete in the English Open, 
Ryan took both second and third place, 
and he has also traveled to compete in 
Scotland and Canada. 

If you think you may have seen Ryan 
on televions, you’re right. He was a 
highlight carver in “Sawdogs”, a new 
made for television reality show about 
chainsaw carvers.  

Brian Vorwaller
As a young child Brian’s mother en-

couraged him to draw and create, but 
even then Brian had a desire to use a 
chainsaw.

Brian, out of Bandon, Ore., enjoys 
bringing beauty out of wood by carv-
ings and creating art, No two pieces 
are exactly the same; the grains in the 
wood makes each art piece one of a 
kind.

Brian has carved many different 
types of woods, from white cedar to ju-
niper, cottonwood and redwood. Brian 
tries to create the ideal pieces his clients 
have imagined — a piece that they will 
love and enjoy for years to come. 

If you’ve been to the Reedsport carv-
ing competition, you may know Brian 
already. He completes there every June. 

Come watch these artists create 
magic with a chainsaw at the 75th OLC. 
For more information, call the OLC 
office at (800) 595-9191 or (541) 686-9191 
or visit our website at www.oregonlog-
gingconference.com.




